Comparison of ropivacaine and bupivacaine in extradural analgesia for the relief of pain in labour.
Forty women having requested extradural analgesia for labour were allocated randomly to receive 0.5% ropivacaine or bupivacaine 10 ml as the main dose. When a top-up was requested, 0.25% ropivacaine or bupivacaine 10 ml was given (the same drug as the main dose). The study ended when a second top-up was requested or delivery of the baby occurred. Pain from two contractions was assessed before extradural block by visual analogue scoring and thereafter with every contraction. Sensory block and motor block were assessed at intervals. The only significant difference between the groups was a shorter onset of pain relief after the main dose of bupivacaine; there were no other significant differences in duration, onset of pain relief after top-up, quality of analgesia, spread of sensory block and motor block between the groups. Cardiovascular changes and neonatal outcome were similar in the two groups.